
        

 

 

 
 

 
Dear Loker Community, 
 
I hope you are well. It is hard to believe that we are nearing the halfway point of the school year. It really 
has flown by but I am grateful to the hard work of our Loker School staff in creating nurturing learning 
environments where children can grow and develop skills in a developmentally appropriate manner. This 
fall and early winter, we have truly focused on providing students with strategies to support their social-
emotional development through our Mindfulness with Gabriel residency and our newly installed sensory 
pathways in addition to our proactive social-emotional instruction with Open Circle, Responsive 
Classroom and Social Thinking. An additional opportunity presented itself a few weeks ago when the 
organization, Therapy Dogs International, offered Loker School an opportunity to have a therapy dog at 
our school on a weekly basis. Wayland Middle School and High School parent, Keri Schouten, works with 
a golden retriever named Luna. Please see pictures below. 

                                                                   
Why bring a therapy dog to Loker School? Research has shown that therapy dogs can have a very 
positive affect on children including increased self-esteem, reduced stress and anxiety, enhanced 
relationship skills with peers and teachers along with increased motivation for learning. Luna will be at 
Loker School each Friday morning for the foreseeable future. Initially, Luna will visit each of our fifteen 
classrooms where children will have an introduction to the purpose of therapy dogs, understand the 
difference between therapy dogs and service dogs and have an opportunity to pet Luna as a possible 
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soothing strategy that might help support them. Please know that we are very mindful of any student 
allergies as well as any students who might be afraid of dogs as we begin this initiative. Luna will visit 
classrooms and also have a designated location in the building where students and staff can visit. I am 
grateful for this tremendous resource and excited about this special opportunity. 
 
4th/5th Grade Student Leadership: 
 
I want to share how proud I am of the 4th/5th grade Loker Chorus. One of the major goals at Loker is for 
our students in the upper grades to see themselves as leaders and role models for the younger children. 
This past Friday, the Loker School Chorus visited The Children’s Way, a local preschool, to be part of 
their “Community Sing”. The preschool students sang, “We’ve been waiting for you” and our students 
sang several songs including “Winter Wonderland” which was followed by a whole community rendition of 
“Jingle Bells”. Through music, the fourth and fifth grade students were able to connect with the preschool 
students and provide a highlight for their day. Likewise, it also gives the preschool students a vision of 
what the opportunities that they will have in the future in elementary school. In addition to being terrific 
singers, I was so proud of the Loker students for being so mature, kind and enthusiastic throughout the 
performance and visit to The Children’s Way and truly modeling the important elements of PRIDE. It was 
also a wonderful opportunity for several Children’s Way alumni to see their former teachers and be part of 
The Children’s Way community once again. I want to thank our Chorus Director, Ms. Davis, for leading 
this special event, and to Mr. Madsen for being such a positive and skilled accompanist. 
 

DEC (Drop Everything and Create) Day: Friday, December 20th: 
I am really pleased to share that because students earned another 1,000 PRIDE Bucket tickets, we will 
have a special DEC (Drop Everything and Create Day). Drawing on the inspiration of Caine’s Arcade, 
students will create their own arcade games out of cardboard. Caine’s Arcade is the story of a nine-year 
old boy, Caine Monroy, from East Los Angeles, California who spent his summer vacation building an 
arcade of games and activities out of cardboard. Please see the link to this inspiring video which we 
showed to the students at last week’s School Meeting. Caine's Arcade Video It is this spirit of building and 
creating that provides students with meaningful learning experiences. We strive to incorporate these core 
principles of project-based learning into all aspects of our curriculum because the children are so 
enthusiastically engaged and their creativity comes to the forefront. Providing an opportunity for children 
to use their imagination and actively construct their own knowledge results in intrinsic motivation and long-
term learning in countless ways. It is also a chance for students to practice a growth mindset approach in 
building upon each other’s ideas in having several versions of the game before arriving at a finished 
product which every company that manufactures a product certainly experiences. On Friday, students will 
also visit other classrooms and play the cardboard arcade games that have been created so that 
everyone can experience the joy of not only creating the arcade game but also seeing others play their 
activity as well. I look forward to observing the tremendous innovation and teamwork by the students on 
Friday! 
 
I want to wish each of you a wonderful December break! I hope that you get to spend quality time with 
family and friends. I am grateful for all of your support of our school community and feel very privileged to 
work in this district. Happy New Year! See you in 2020! 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faIFNkdq96U


 

SECTION 2:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM! 

All School: Thankful Tree 

Fall is a time to be thankful for all that we have. In the 
spirit of gratitude, each student cut out and decorated a 
leaf to show what they are thankful for. This was a fun and 
beautiful way to reinforce the values of the Loker 
community. 

 

 

Kindergarten & 1st Grade: Textures & Shapes! 

The Kindergarteners and First graders have been 
learning about textures and shapes in art. Each student 
made printed paper using textures plates and crayons. 
We are now using the paper to cut out shapes in order 
to make a winter scene paper collage. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2ND & 3rd Grade: Paper Food Collages 

After learning about the importance of food in art, the students began planning their 
own paper food collages. Each student made a sketch then a final blue print before 
moving on to their collages. The effort put into the planning of this project has made 
for some great results! 

 

 



 

4th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grade: Paper Maché Bowls 

The Fourth Graders have been learning about the 
stages of Paper Maché. Once they have enough 
layers on their bowls, they will paint and seal 
them. I can’t wait to see the finished product. 
5th Grade: Paper Maché Masks 

The Fifth Graders have been learning about the 
meaning and uses of masks throughout history 
and different cultures. They have been using paper maché to make masks. In the 
coming weeks, they will be adding extensions, painting and decorating their masks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

Grade 1: 

 

Students started to learn about coding with 

the CodeMonkey and Lightbot apps. They are 

now using block programming to code with 

Code.org.They are developing their critical 

thinking skills when coding their movements 

and have learned how to create repeats or 

loops! 
 

 

Grade 2: 

Second grade students have moved from Code Studio 1 to Code 

Studio 2 within Code.org this year.  They are learning about the 

programming concept of loops (repeated statements), which can 

be used to make their programs more efficient. 
 

 

Grade 3:  

Students will continue using Code.org. Students will have to 

“debug” or fix the prewritten program as they continue to learn 

coding. They also write programs (algorithms for the computer) that get a character 

through a maze. 
 

 

Grade 4:  

Students are using Code.org in addition to Lightbot, Tynker, 

Bits and Bricks ,which use block programing as they continue 

to learn basic coding skills.    
 

 

Grade 5:  

This month, students have had an opportunity to code using a variety of 

different coding sites such as lightbot, Bits and Bricks, Code.org to list 

a few, however, they will primarily use their accounts created in 

Code.org.  The 5th grade also had an opportunity learn about QR codes 

and how to create them.  They created QR Codes for the Loker 

Classrooms.   
  



LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 
Kindergarten - Kindergarteners have been 
working hard on using their singing voices and 
keeping a steady beats with their bodies and 
instruments!  Some favorites include No More Pie and 
Frog in the Meadow.  They did a fantastic job 
performing Ten Little Turkeys in both English and 
Spanish at the November Giving Thanks school 
meeting!   
 

1st Grade - First graders have been learning about beat versus rhythm, and got to make and 
share their own “Rhythm Pies.”  We also had the chance to listen to and move to music from The 
Nutcracker, in addition to watching some scenes from the ballet.  They did a fantastic job 
performing Ten Little Turkeys in both English and Spanish at the November Giving Thanks 
school meeting!  
 

2nd Grade - Second graders have been reviewing musical form and rhythmic patterns.  We also 
had the chance to listen to and move to music from The Nutcracker, in addition to watching some 
scenes from the ballet.  They did a fantastic job preparing for and performing We Are Thankful at 
the November Giving Thanks school meeting!   
 

3rd Grade - Third graders have been working hard learning to read music in preparation for 
starting the recorder this year.  We have been doing a lot of note reading work, in addition to 
learning a variety of folk songs and folk dances!  Some favorites include Coffee Grows on White 
Oak Trees and Sasha.  They did a fantastic job preparing for and performing We Are Thankful at 
the November Giving Thanks school meeting!   
 

4th Grade - Fourth graders have been reviewing instrument families of the orchestra, along with 
sixteenth and eighth note rhythmic patterns, through a variety of games and projects.  A favorite 
was students making their own instrument family fortune tellers, where they got to create their 
own questions about the instruments to ask fellow students.  They did a fantastic job learning the 
sign language for Cover the World with Love and had a great performance at the November 
Giving Thanks school meeting!   
 

5th Grade - Students have been working on singing in multiple parts and singing in 
solfege.  They learned the song Over the River and Through the Woods, which was based on a 
poem written by a Wayland resident, and instrument accompaniment to go along with it.   They 
did a fantastic job learning the sign language for Cover the World with Love and had a great 
performance at the November Giving Thanks school meeting!   
  

Chorus – The 4-5th grade Loker Chorus had the opportunity to perform some of their songs at 
The Children’s Way on Friday December 13th.  The preschool students sang a welcome song for 
us, we performed 4 of our concert songs, and concluded with a full group sing a-long of “Jingle 
Bells” and singing out each class as they exited.  It was a special, joyful event.  The students 
sang beautifully and truly behaved as leaders!  I am so proud of them and look forward to our 
Winter Concert on January 22nd.   
 

 

3rd Grade Strings –  
The third grade string players have been working hard since their first concert in November, and 
performed proudly for the Loker community in the in-school concert!  They have officially earned 
their "bow licenses" and will be playing with their bows in every class and concert from now 
on!  This is a big accomplishment.  We look forward to their continued success! 
Ms. Davis & Ms. Tandon 



   
 
The 4th and 5th Grade Musicians performed beautifully in their concerts both at the high school and 
here at Loker! We also enjoyed a combined band and strings recital where students played for each 
other.  They certainly demonstrated PRIDE! 
 
 
 
  
 
 

  



 

 

Happy December! The first few months of the school year have flown by! Hope 
you and your kiddos have had a successful start to the school year.  

Just announced in library classes is the annual bookmark contest. All students are 
welcome to enter. The theme this year is “School Libraries Build Strong 
Communities.” The deadline to enter is January 27, 2020. I look forward to seeing 
what fabulous designs our Loker students submit this year. If you or your child has 
questions about the contest, check out the website or email me. 

On to the grade-level updates: 
 
 
Kindergarten – We recently finished up a unit on the parts of the book, and K students are now pros at 
pointing out the front cover, back cover, spine, call number and title page. We are also starting to explore 
the roles of the author and illustrator and how we can tell 
who is who by looking at the cover or title page. We 
wrapped up December with a gingerbread story unit, 
reading the Gingerbread Girl, Cowboy and Baby. Ask your 
student which they liked best, and why!  

K students can check out ONE book each week.  

 
 
1st Grade – We have been working hard on learning the 
differences between fiction and nonfiction and read two 
pairs of books to see these differences in action (Stellaluna and a nonfiction book about bats and Officer 
Buckle and Gloria and a nonfiction book about police officers). We then dove deeper into nonfiction and 
started learning about the tools nonfiction authors use to help us understand what we are reading more 
easily. Ask your student what a heading, bold print and captions are!  

First grade students can check out ONE book each week.  

 
2nd Grade – We have begun a unit on Story Elements 
which we will revisit over the course of the year. We 
have been reading specific stories to help us 
understand Character, Setting, Problem and Solution. 
(Ask your child which question word goes with which 
story element). Stories we have read include Julius, 
Baby of the World, Thundercake, Caps for Sale and The 
Stray Dog. We will continue to practice identifying 
story elements when we kick off a Mock Caldecott unit 
in the new year.  

2nd grade students can check out TWO books each 
week. 

 
 

LIBRARY  HAPPENINGS 

https://www.maschoolibraries.org/bookmark-contest.html


  

3rd Grade – In 3rd grade, we have dived deeper into two of the genres 
that we learned about last year: nonfiction and folktales. First, we 
analyzed two different nonfiction books on the same topic and used 
our critical thinking skills to decide which one was the best one.  

Next, we have been learning about additional types of folktales, 
including fables, pourquoi stories, and trickster tales. It has been a 
lot of fun to learn about stories from cultures all around the world 
and note how many similarities there are among them.  

Third graders will once again have a chance to become Mock 
Caldecott judges in a new unit in the new year.  

3rd grade students can check out THREE books each week. 
  

4th grade – We have been busy in 4th grade! We spent a couple 
of weeks talking about what makes a good book review and adding 
their own reviews to the online catalog. This is something they can do (and I 
encourage them to!) at home for any book that they finish. If they need a refresher, instructions have 
been posted on the Loker Library website.  

We also did a unit on Author’s Purpose where we determined why an author wrote or created something 
using a delicious acronym (Ask your student what three purposes we discussed). We are also working on 
a short research project inspired by the book The Marvelous Thing that Came from a Spring, that tells 
about the accidental invention of the Slinky. Students will be learning about other accidental inventions 
and creating a Google Drawing to share what they learned.  

4th grade students can check out THREE books each week.  

5th grade – Fifth graders have learned all about their Passion Projects, 
a research project that will consume the next few months in library 
class. They will be choosing a topic and working through the steps of 
the research process along the way. So far, we have brainstormed our 
topics and created our thick research questions. (Ask students the 
difference between a thick and a thin research question!). One of my 
favorite activities was a game where teams of 4 tried to come up with 
the most interesting research question on a wide variety of topics 
(sports, holidays, and space, among others).  
 
We reviewed what plagiarism is and talked about strategies to help us 
prevent unknowingly plagiarizing during the research process. We’ll 
finish up the year with a notetaking lesson before diving into our own 
research in the new year.  
 
5th graders may check out THREE books each week.  
 
Wishing you all a relaxing holiday break and a healthy and happy start to 2020! 

  

https://www.lokerschoollibrary.com/reading.html


 

Students seem to really enjoy the new superhero themed warm up stations.  I have 

been laminating them, trying to keep them in good shape for next year!  The majority of 

groups get incredibly motivated to complete the fitness tasks.   

We have spent a lot of time this fall working on overhand throwing, team building, 

and fitness concepts.  The final week before vacation we will be playing some of the 

students favorite games. 

When we return from vacation, all classes will be focusing on striking with an 

implement.  The majority of our younger students K-2 will start with pillo polo sticks.  Our 

3-5 students will start a hockey unit.  In both games, we will work on dribbling/stick 

handling, passing, and shooting.  Students will participate in a variety of activities that help 

them develop these skills.  At the end of the unit, students will have an opportunity to play 

some team games.   

I am so excited to share news regarding our new IHT Zone heart rate monitors.  A 

HUGE thank you to Mr. Jones and the PTO for helping Loker purchase brand new 

monitors for our students!!!  I am currently testing the units, and I will start to integrate 

them into the curriculum starting with our fourth grade students, after the New Year.  The 

IHT System combines education-specific wrist heart rate technology, data analysis software 

and teacher and student curriculum resources that empower ownership of physical, mental 

and emotional health in students.  

I hope that everyone has a fantastic holiday vacation. 

Take Care, 

Mr. O 

THE LOKER KINDIE GYM SCOOP: 
The kindergarten classes have been hard at work on their throwing and catching skills. They learned how 
to throw multiple objects underhand and overhand. They were then able to perform these skills in small 
group games and skill challenges. The larger all-class games put them into a situation where they had to 
be aware of which skill to use at the appropriate time in order to achieve the desired outcome. The other 
skills they were working on were learning how to perform multiple locomotor movements in a relay form 
where the focus was on the movement and not the speed at which they could do it. They were also 
learning to take turns and giving their group members chances to be the first person going. As we prepare 
for the new calendar year we will start to focus on some sport-specific games, such as Basketball and 

Soccer. I wish you all a wonderful restful two weeks and see you in the New Year.         ~Ms. Fraser



SECTION 3:   Mindful Moment with Gabriel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Loker Families, 

 

As you may know I've been a guest at your school over the Fall as the in-residence 

mindfulness teacher one day a week. It has been such a joy to have gotten to know your 

kids and their teachers during this time. We've learned so many new skills to manage and 

overcome difficult situations, improve focus, and increase calmness.  

 

They tell me stories of all the creative ways that they've been using mindfulness in 

their lives. For example one student shared today that they were having a hard time getting 

out of bed this morning because they were so tired that their eyes were fuzzy and then they 

did some mindfulness and were able to get up without much difficulty. Another student had 

an audition that they were very nervous about and then did some mindfulness and were then 

able to do a good job. Another student's brother was annoying her and she did mindfulness 

and was able to ask him to stop it instead of retaliating.  

 

Some classrooms are implementing mindfulness regularly where teachers and even students 

are leading the exercises for the classes.  

 

Ask them about mindfulness and have them teach you some of the tools if you are open to 

it. When you think mindfulness might be a wise choice for them either do it yourself to 

model the behavior or ask them to lead you in some because you need it (even if they are 

the one who needs it we, as the adult, must take the lead).   

 

I will miss my time at Loker. I will be transitioning to Happy Hollow for the Spring. As an 

aside, I'm at the Middle School all year one day a week. 

 

P.S. Do you have any mindfulness stories from home? We'd love to hear them! Forward 

them along to Principal Brian Jones or Cathleen Holmes.  

 

Warmly, Gabriel 

 

Gabriel Baldwin 
mindfulnesswithgabriel.com 

http://mindfulnesswithgabriel.com/

